
SHHS PTO: Meeting Minutes for August 28, 2017 

Co-President Lisa Vahey called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM. The co-presidents welcomed the 2017-2018 PTO 
and parents of each class. Lisa Hamilton asked the the PTO board and attendees who were sitting at separate 
tables to introduce themselves to each other.  

The May 8th, 2017 minutes were approved with corrections and can be found online at www.shaker.org/hspto. 

Approval of 2017-18 budget: 
For the benefit of new PTO meeting attendees, Lisa V. explained that budget is voted on and approved each 
meeting. She also reported that the SHHS PTO received a clean audit for the 2016-17 year. Lisa V. introduced 
Meg Weingart, treasurer for the 2017-18 SHHS PTO Board and Gretchen Witt, Assistant Treasurer. In 
addition, the tutoring program and the teacher grants line item totals were increased for the 2017-18 school 
year and Lisa reminded everyone that the end of year Flower Sale is the only PTO income each year.  

August 28, 2017 Treasurer’s Report:  
Meg Weingart, Treasurer; Gretchen Witt, Assistant Treasurer 

Auditor’s report approving last school year’s records: 
The Treasurer submitted a report stating that our PTO auditor Joann Christman reviewed the Treasurer’s 
records from the 2016-17 school year.  The auditor’s letter states:  “Overall, the books and records maintained 
by the SHHS PTO are well organized and the documentation complete.  There appears to be enough funds … 
to support the PTO activities in the 2017-18 school year.”  A motion was made and seconded to adopt the 
Auditor’s report approving the work of the Treasurer for the prior fiscal year.  The motion passed without 
opposition. 
Budget for this school year 
A budget for the 2017-18 school year was available for review in the Friday Oval on 8/25/17 as well as 
handed out to everyone at the PTO meeting.  It shows a budget with $15,695 of income, $17,156.20 of 
expenses, and $20,350.20 in the bank at the end of the year.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the 
SHHS PTO Budget for the 2017-18 school year as presented.  The motion passed without opposition. 
Additional Treasurer notes: 
• If you have a need to accept credit card payment for an event, we have available a card reader  attachment 
that works with a Square account, and the money will go right into the PTO Checking account.  Please 
request the card reader two weeks in advance of your event. 
• The PTO’s tax-exempt certificate is available on our website.  
• The PTO cannot reimburse for sales tax paid – so please don’t pay it! 
• To be reimbursed for PTO expenses, please complete the check requisition form found in the SHHS PTO 
section of Shaker’s website. Please submit reimbursement request as soon as possible, final deadline June 8. 
• If you leave something for the Treasurer in the PTO mailbox in the office, email or text Meg Weingart: 
megweingart@gmail.com 
• Please be careful to stay with-in the budget for events that you are planning. 

Teacher/Counselor Liaison Welcome:  
Lisa Vahey introduced the Teacher and Staff PTO liaisons and their back-to-school-updates: 
• Abigal Goldstein, Mathematics teacher: Shaker alumna with 2 children. 
•  David Peake, Guidance Counselor: School year is off to a great start. 
• Jodi Podl, English teacher: expressed that “Facing History” professional development day was great and 

looking forward to more. 
• Kimberly Ponce de Leon, World Language/Department Chair: There are 1100 world language students this 

year. She has 3 children, one junior at SHHS and 2 in college. 
• Karen Slovikovski, State Testing:  
 - Seniors need 18 points to graduate, see counselors for other options if 18 points not met 
 - Juniors PSAT is October 11. Test is optional, register online.  
 - Select groups of Freshmen will have MAP testing in September 
• Rebekah Wadsworth, Mathematics teacher: excited to be a part of PTO this year and encouraged parent 

help in the classroom.  

Co Presidents and VP Reports: 
Co-presidents Report: Lisa Vahey and Lisa Hamilton reported on current HSPTO activities: 

http://www.shaker.org/hspto
mailto:megweingart@gmail.com


Topic People to Connect With Info

New Family 
Outreach

Nancy Katz 
Kate Bennett (internat’l families)

Help new and freshmen families navigate new school 
year and sign ups.  
• created welcome bags for families and delivered to 

homes. We need 5 more people to help delivery 
welcome bags, please 

• conduct school tours: 3 new family tours occurred 
before the school year at different times during the 
day to accommodate parent needs. PTO and 
administration helped with information during the 
tours. Approximately 30 families attended the 3 
tours. 

Reach out to Nancy or Kate if you want to help!

Back to School 
Luncheon

Hynda Platt This was a great event and well received by the 
teachers and staff.

Ice Cream Social 
& Activity Fair, 
8/29

Liz Duffet, Jennie Moore,  
Tony Peebles

To be held August 29th from 7PM to 8:30PM. Sign 
up for activities and clubs. Open to all families/
students.

Community 
Builders on 9/11 at 
Lisa Vahey’s

Lisa Vahey or Lisa Hamilton CB meets once a month. Next Meeting is 9/11; we’re 
digging into Restorative Practices (building 
community before harm is done). CB supports SHHS 
in their efforts. CB hosts the MLK Service Day - “a 
day on, not off.” Email Lisa V if you want to be 
added to the distribution list for CB.

Teacher grants Karen Yusko & Becki Harper Application is due 9/22/2017. See online at: 
http://bit.ly/SHHSTeacherGrants2017

Staff Appreciation 
Tokens

Sarah Divakarla This year tokens will be delivered quarterly to the 
250 faculty and staff members. . Ideas are welcome. 
Reach out to Sarah to help!

Parent Advisory 
Group work in 
2017-18

Timeka Rashid & Melanie 
Sweeney

PAG work is aligned to the district’s strategic plan. 
PAG is looking for parent involvement in 18 
initiatives. First meeting will be October 2, 2017 at 
6:30PM. Email Timeka & Melanie for more 
information. 

SOAAR (Shaker 
Outreach African 
American 
Resource and 
Support)

Herlinda Bradley, Kathy Randall, 
Timeka Rashid, Toya Walls

Next meeting is in October. The target audience is 
parents of African American or biracial students.  
See Herlinda, Kathy, Timeka, Toya, and on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
shakerafricanamericanoutreach/

Nominating 
Committee

Annette Himes & Maria Hunter Committee consists of Board members and at large 
parents across all grades at SHHS. The committee 
will be announced at teh next SHHS PTO board 
meeting October 9, 2017. Email Annette or Maria for 
information or interest. 

After Prom Sarah Morgan & Hallie Stewart Committee is looking for volunteers. Email Hallie or 
Sarah for information or interest.

Parent Education 
& Advocacy

Mark Levin & Linda Honey Dixon • Looking for cultural opportunities within the US. 
Building a relationship with a sister school/city and 
an event (possibly co-hosted with special 
education).  

• Looking for parent led teacher support in 
classrooms with special ed, IEP students. 

http://bit.ly/SHHSTeacherGrants2017


Principal’s Report: 
Mr. Kuehnle was ill and unable to attend the meeting, so no report was given.  

PTO Quicknotes: Lisa Hamilton 

Lisa Vahey reminded attendees that the PTO loves feedback and provided notecards to do so.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:45PM 

Upcoming dates (ALWAYS check the online calendar at www.shaker.org!) 
• 8/29 Ice Cream Social & Activity Fair 
• 8/31 Graduation requirements (seniors only) 
• 9/7 Curriculum Night 
• 9/11 CommUnity Builders 
• 9/28 Shaker CommUnity Market (this is a rescheduled date) 
• 10/9 PTO Meeting (6:00 business, 6:45 program) 
• 10/18 Save-the-Date – School Board Candidate Forum 
• 11/10 Principal Coffee (7:15-8:15 am) 

Special programing: Resource Fair, 6:45 PM to 7:30PM 
See the list of participants at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-
stSgJcP1EO_4dEpKkkN8TtL2s_UhMogLl8UsrK_xAM/edit 

See handouts from the program at: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/
0B9BoHwI3lpNgc3FPRmhmMjNDMTA 

Sign up for Heinen’s “Teaming Up for Education”  
https://www.heinens.com/home/tasteful-rewards/teaming-up-for-education/ 
Choose your store (44120). Link to Shaker Heights High School.  
Need to sign up every year - please sign up ASAP. 

Hard copy of calendars in the office - parents are encouraged to use the new app. 

Shaker Homecoming – September 23-25! 
Many exciting things planned! http://www.shaker.org/homecoming.aspx

Class Facebook Pages! information for students and parents.  
Class of 2018, Seniors:                      Class of 2019, Juniors: 
http://bit.ly/SHHS2018FB                    http://bit.ly/SHHS2019FB 

Class of 2020, Sophomores:              Class of 2021, Freshman: 
Any takers?                                         http://bit.ly/SHHS2021FB

Are you online with SHHS? 
Robocalls? The Oval? Be sure to get the handout on how to do this! http://mail2.wowway.net/
service/home/~/?auth=co&loc=en_US&id=118108&part=2

We need volunteers! 
• Welcoming new families (now!) 
• Parent Coffee House during conferences (October 16 & 17) 
• MLK Day (Jan 15)
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